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her doughter. Notwithstandyng, consideryng what an
honest parte it were, to be a meane that the good ladie
should recover her husband, and that she should doe it for
a good purpose, havyng affiaunce in her honest affection,
not onely promised the countesse to bryng this to passe,
but in fewe daies with greate subtiltie, folowyng the order
wherein she was instructed, she had gotten the ryng, al-
though it was with the countes ill will, and toke order that
the countesse in stede of her doughter did lye with hym.
And at the first meetyng, so affectuously desired by the
counte: God so disposed the matter that the countesse was
begotten with child, of twoo goodly soones, and her
delivery chaunced at the due time. Whereupon the gentle-
woman, not onely contented the countesse at that tyme with
the companie of her husbande, but at many other tymes so
secretly that it was never knowen: the counte not thinkyng
that he had lien with his wife, but with her whom he loved.
To whom at his uprising in the mornyng, he used many
curteous and amiable woories, and gave divers faire and
precious jewelles, whiche the countesse kepte most care-
fullie: and when shee perceived herself with .childe, she
determined no more to trouble the gentlewoman, but saied
unto her, 'Madame, thankes be to God and you? I have
the thyng that I desire, and even so it is tyme to recompence
your desert, that afterwardes I maie departs.* The gentle-
woman saied unto her, that if she had doen any pleasure
agreable to her mind, she was right glad thereof whiche she
did, not for hope of rewarde, but because it apperteined to
her by well doyng so to doe. Whereunto the countesse
saied: 'Your saiyng pleaseth me well, and likewise for my
parte, I dooe not purpose to give unto you the thing ^ou
shall demaunde of me in rewarde, but for consideraction
of your well doyng, which duetie forceth me to so dooe.*
The gentlewoman then constrainged with necessitie,
demaunded of her with greate bashfulnesse, an hundred
.poundes to marie her doughter. The countesse perceiving
the shamefastnesse of the gentlewoman, and hearyng her
curteous demaunde, gave her five hundred pounaes, and
so many faire and costly jewels whiche almoste amounted
to like valer. For whiche the gentlewoman more than con-
tented, gave most hartie tfrankes to the countesse, who
departed from the gentlewoman and retourned to her